i io                             FOOTSLOGGER

with dirt and smeared with sweat, one Ingpen, a great horseman
and rider to hounds who had been in the Royal Horse Artillery.
I remember sitting in his room in the Piccadilly Hotel while he
sold his kit, gold lace, top-boots and all, to a Yid from Covent
Garden for fifty pounds. That was the last I had seen of him for
some years, and here he was as a shocing-smith. We fell round
each other's necks and from that moment I joined the small
select coterie of soldiers, who incidentally were also the backbone
of the Police,

We were paid on Fridays, and drew a few shillings, the balance
of our pay being taken in pink coupons, which served as credit
at the canteen, and as gambling slips also. The Police were
tremendous gamblers, and though during the evenings of most
days of the week we would sit down and play respectable bridge,
on Fridays "banker" was the great game. One night some
cunning rascal rigged the gas jets, so that instead of the canteen
lights being extinguished at ten they went out suddenly a quarter
of an hour before the usxial time, while play was at its height and
stacks of silver were on the table. This rogue with his confederates
then gathered up the blanket, used as a covering for the table,
and ran off with a sack-load of money.

On duly, the discipline of the Police was extremely severe,
and in consequence the .standard of turn-out a very high one.
No one in Salisbury had any particular love for the Police
although we kept their homes safe and provided most of the sport
in the town, awl we were left entirely to our own devices for
amusement* Among the farmers, however, the attitude towards
the solitary policeman riding the boundaries and preventing
tremble among the natives was always one of warm welcome*

I had only just passed nty examinations in law and in the Police
ordinances and was ready to be posted to one of the stations,
when I was thrown heavily from an unridable horse which I had
tried to master, and was very severely wounded. With a mean-
ness which might have characterised a less efficient service, the
principal medical officer attempted to evacuate mo as being
unfit; and to retxirn me to Knglancl But; I was quite obdurate
that I remained the responsibility of the Rhodesian Government,
having been injured in its service. I was sent for, therefore, one
night and ordered to report at the public hospital, a low-lying,
ramshackle affair, with its native ward next to tliat in which
I was placed. I was duly doped and the chief medical officer
operated on me at nine o'clock at night. During all my life,